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FAILING: DA CLAIMS RULING PARTY DOING LITTLE TO ALLEVIATE ABJECT POVERTY

2.3m go to bed hungry in Limpopo
 ʂ ‘High rates of un-

employment and no 
hope of government 
assistance.’

Alex Matlala
 

M ore than two mil-
lion people in Lim-
popo live below 
the breadline, even 
though the prov-

ince is surrounded by enterprises 
from three pillars of the SA econ-
omy: mining, tourism and agricul-
ture. 

MEC for economic development 
Seaparo Sekoati says many of the 
people in the province are illiter-
ate, which contributes to the poor 
economy. 

Statistics SA recently an-
nounced that 51% of South Afri-
cans are living in poverty, the ma-
jority of whom were African and 
children. 

The DA said yesterday that at 
the next sitting of the Limpopo 
legislature, it would submit a mo-

tion of notice to debate the latest 
poverty trends in South Africa 
which confirm that Limpopo was 
consistently one of the provinces 
with the most poverty between 
2006 and 2015.

The DA said the Poverty Trends 
report released this week by Stats 
SA proves the ANC government 
in Limpopo under Premier Stan 
Mathabatha was failing the people 
as they were living in abject pov-
erty with high rates of unemploy-
ment and no hope of government 
assistance.

“According to the report, more 
than 72% of Limpopo residents 
live under the upper bound pover-
ty line (UBPL), meaning they earn 
R992 per month,” said DA provin-
cial leader Jacques Smalle yester-
day. “Fifty-seven percent of resi-
dents live under the lower bound 
poverty line, earning R647 per 
month and 40.3% under the food 
poverty line at R440 per month. 

“This effectively means  
886 400 of households in Limpopo 
are living under the UBPL and  
2 337 400 people in Limpopo go to 
bed hungry every night.” 

He said the department of edu-
cation receives the lion’s share of 

the provincial budget and yet the 
youth were not being lifted out of 
poverty. “The so-called Limpopo 
Development Plan, as well as the 
National Development Plan, will 
remain elusive as long as govern-

ment and its leaders do not create 
a conducive environment for busi-
ness and entrepreneurs to flour-
ish,” he added. 

But Sekoati said former bantu- 
stans Gazankulu and Lebowa also 

contributed to the poverty of the 
province, as did the fact that the 
majority of the population depend-
ed solely on government grants 
or were workers on farms and in 
mines. – news@citizen.co.za

Gorillas sit next to a ruler during the annual weigh-in at London Zoo yesterday. Picture: REUTERS

TALE OF THE TAPE

www.joburg.org.za

CityofJohannesburg

@CityofJoburgZA

CityofJoburg

Do you want a cleaner city? Do you want a litter-free 
neighbourhood? Then roll up your sleeves and join the City of 
Johannesburg’s volunteer clean-up campaign: A Re Sebetseng – 
together let’s make Joburg work!

City of Johannesburg Executive Mayor Herman Mashaba calls 
on all Joburg residents to partner with the City to clean up their 
neighbourhoods on the last Saturday of each month, starting 
from the 30th September. 

Joburg is 
working towards 
a cleaner city  


