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‘T
HE HEART of  a mother 
is a deep abyss at the 
bottom of  which you 

will always find forgiveness.”
These words are attributed 

to Honoré de Balzac, a French 
novelist and playwright, two 
centuries ago to show just 
how merciful women can be – 
regardless of  how much they 
are wronged by society.

This level of  forgiveness is 
epitomised by Siphiwe Shon-
gwe, or Ma Shongwe, as she’s 
affectionately known, an Ekur-
huleni woman who was forced 
to live in a shack for roughly 20 
years, despite owning an RDP 
house in Tsakane Extension 11.

Worse for Ma Shongwe, she 
said, was that she didn’t even 
know she owned the house.

The Star has been publish-
ing a series of  reports on the 
struggles Shongwe said she 
has experienced since 2010, 
when she found out she owned 
a house. 

And this she found out only 
after being told by a finan-
cial institution that she had 
been blacklisted for owing over 

R16 000 in municipal debt for a 
house she had never set foot in.

According to the City of  
Ekurhuleni, this debt now 
stands at R24 410.

The 51-year-old’s ordeal, 
however, seems to be coming 
to an end, as she was recently 
given a new low-cost house 
in Tsakane Extension 22 by 
the Gauteng Department of  
Human Settlements.

According to Ekurhuleni 
spokesperson Themba Gadebe, 
the municipal debt that Shon-

gwe has been saddled with, as 
she was “liable for it” because 
the house was registered in 
her name, will be transferred 
to the current occupants of  the 
house, as the debt was accumu-
lated during their stay on the 
property.

Despite all the challen-
ges that the mother-of-three 
endured because of  this hous-
ing saga, Ma Shongwe said she 
had forgiven the municipality 
and did not resent the occu-
pants of  her house in Tsakane 

Extension 11.
“I also believe that, like 

me, the occupants of  my old 
house don’t 
have another 
home that they 
can go to if  
they were to be 
removed from 
the house,” she 
said.

 “I’m a per-
son who empathises with other 
people, because I would also 
like people to empathise with 

me. They did not intention-
ally defraud me in this mat-
ter. They told me before that 

the house was 
sold to them 
by the coun-
cillor, Morris 
Chauke.” 

C h a u k e 
is the chair-
person of  the 
council’s ethics 

and integrity committee and 
was previously a ward council-
lor in Tsakane.           

But Phillip de Lange, the 
leader of  the DA caucus in 
Ekurhuleni, was adamant that 
his party was not prepared to 
let Chauke and “other housing 
fraudsters” in the city off  the 
hook, saying the fraudulent 
sale of  RDP houses in Ekurhu-
leni was rife.

“The DA is calling for a 
judicial commission of  inquiry 
into the level of  fraud around 
the buying and selling of  low-
cost houses. 

“But we understand that 

might take a while, if  it hap-
pens at all. So we call on others, 
like Ma Shongwe, to come for-
ward and expose the corrup-
tion in Ekurhuleni housing. 
We are also going to work hard 
to expose this corruption,” De 
Lange vowed. 

“I also cannot believe how 
a man like Chauke could be 
made the chairperson of  the 
ethics and integrity committee. 
It’s laughable… He (Chauke) 
has been a law unto himself  in 
Tsakane.”

But Gadebe, on behalf  of  
Ekurhuleni, rubbished the 
damning allegations made 
against Chauke, saying they 
were baseless.

“The allegations concern-
ing councillor Chauke are 
not true. There is a history in 
this matter that dates back to 
1995, which led to the council-
lor being arrested three times. 
The case against him was with-
drawn on all three occasions,” 
Gadebe added.
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Do you want a cleaner city? Do you 

want a litter-free neighbourhood? Then 

roll up your sleeves and join the City 

of Johannesburg’s volunteer clean-up 

campaign: A Re Sebetseng – together 

let’s make Joburg work!

City of Johannesburg Executive Mayor 

Herman Mashaba calls on all Joburg 

residents to partner with the City to clean 

up their neighbourhoods on the last 

Saturday of each month, starting from 

the 30th September. 

Joburg is 

working 

towards 

a cleaner 

city  
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A shack dweller for 20 years, she got services 
bill for RDP house she never knew she owned  

Ma Shongwe bears no grudges 

after bitter housing struggle 

ORDEAL: Siphiwe Shongwe found out she owned a house in Tsakane Extension 11, Ekurhuleni in 2010 – 13 years after the RDP house was 
awarded to her. She was blacklisted for owing over R16 000 in municipal debt that grew to R24 410.  PICTURES: ITUMELENG ENGLISH / ANA

BELIEVER: A woman of faith, Shongwe said she relied on her Bible 
to keep her strength up while fighting to clear her debt.

MOVING ON: Ma Shongwe in her new house given to her by the Gauteng Department of Human 
Settlements after she was forced to live in a shack for about two decades.

Chairperson 
of ethics body 
in Ekurhuleni 
fingered for graft

Zimbabwean dissidents want the 
chance to complain about Grace

ZIMBABWEAN opposition 
parties under the banner of  
the National Electoral Reform 
Agenda (Nera) vowed not 
to back down in their bid to 
express displeasure at the way 
Pretoria officials handled the 
saga involving Zimbabwe’s 
First Lady Grace Mugabe. 

They said this yesterday 
despite being denied permis-
sion to protest at the South 
African embassy in Harare, 

“We are enraged by the 
police’s decision, but neverthe-
less, we have since forwarded 
the matter to human rights 
lawyers for assistance. In any 
case, the demonstration will 
proceed as scheduled,” Nera 
spokesperson Davis Junior 
Mukushwa told the African 
News Agency. 

In documents seen by ANA, 
a Chief  Superintendent J 
Chizemo of  the Harare central 
police district this week wrote 
to the Nera Youth Forum, led 
by Tawanda Kalonga, acknow-
ledging “the notice to peace-
fully demonstrate” at the South 
African embassy today. 

Chizemo then indicates to 
the opposition forum that they 
did not comply with sections of  
the country’s Public Order and 
Security Act. 

Undeterred, Mukushwa 
said the protests would hit 
the South African embassy 
because the Pretoria govern-
ment had “dropped the ball” 
when it allowed President 
Robert Mugabe’s wife Grace to 
leave South Africa after she was 
granted diplomatic immunity, 
following a charge of  assault 
having been laid against the 
first lady by a Joburg model, 
Gabriella Engels.

“We feel betrayed by the 
South African justice system, 
particularly the Department 
of  International Relations and 
Co-operation. 

“Facts are clear that Grace 
Mugabe was not on any formal 
or official government of  Zim-
babwe business. The granting 
of  the diplomatic immunity 
was abusive of  the Vienna 
Convention on diplomatic rela-
tions and a gross undermining 

of  the UN’s Unilateral Declara-
tion on Human Rights,” said 
Mukushwa. 

He added that the “ANC-
led government politicised 
a purely criminal and civil 
matter”. 

“The gen-
eral popu-
lace (in Zim-
babwe) which 
finds Grace to 
be untouch-
able on the 
domestic ter-
rain always 
hoped that the 
South African 
justice system was going to be 
exemplary. 

“But we notice that, more 
than human freedoms and 
liberties, the ANC govern-
ment sought to preserve its 
historical ties with Mugabe’s 
Zanu-PF and government.

“Diplomatic immunity 
should never be used to per-
petuate impunity. 

“If  Grace cannot be tried 
at home for evicting helpless 

farmers in Mazowe, at least she 
must face trial for grievously 
assaulting Gabriella Engels,” 
Mukushwa charged. 

“We wish to call upon all 
pro-democratic forces in South 

Africa, including 
AfriForum, to 
escalate the pres-
sure of  bringing 
justice to Gab-
riella. We must 
stand up to tyr-
anny.” 

M u k u s h w a 
said whether the 
demonstrations 
took place or not 

at the South African embassy 
in Harare was not entirely a 
police matter. 

“In terms of  the constitu-
tion, the police should be noti-
fied of  an intention to hold a 
peaceful demonstration. They 
have no constitutional man-
date to clear or to deny demon-
strations. 

“The police are using an 
old draconian statute, the Pub-
lic Order and Security Act, to 

suppress any form of  polit-
ical activism, demonstrations 
included. 

“In the event that the police 
insist on denying our forum 
the chance to protest at the SA  
embassy, we will file an urgent 
high court chamber applica-
tion for a court order to pro-
ceed,” said Mukushwa. 

He vowed that opposition 
parties were pushing to over-
turn the police decision and 
converge at the SA embassy in 
the upmarket Belgravia suburb 
in Harare today. 

Also today, supporters of  
the ruling Zanu-PF were sched-
uled to march in Harare in 
a solidarity march for Grace, 
who is also the party’s women’s 
league national chairperson. 

“We shall stand by our 
mother regardless. We shall 
fall and rise together as we 
bond forever and ever, and con-
tinue to display our love and 
care in the spirit of  family-
hood,” said one tweet that went 
out ahead of  the mass protests. 
– ANA

PROTEST PLANNED: Some Zimbabweans are unhappy that South Africa granted Grace Mugabe 
diplomatic immunity following a charge of assault laid against her. PICTURE: TSVANGIRAYI MUKWAZHI / AP
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We shall stand 
by our mother 
regardless. We 

shall bond forever 


