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Harvey lashes Texas
with torrential rain

BD
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Insurer MMI released a better-than-expected trading update as the market
closed on Friday, warning that its diluted core headline earnings per share are
expected to drop as much as 5% for its 2017 financial year. Page 11

• Rescue attempts mount while concerns increase over flooding in many areas
The force of
nature: A
man walks
past a
business that
was left
damaged
after
Hurricane
Harvey hit
Rockport,
Texas on
Saturday.
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Tropical Storm Harvey lashed
central Texas with torrential
rains on Sunday, unleashing
“catastrophic” floods after the
megastorm — the most powerful
to hit the US since 2005 — had
left a deadly trail of devastation
along the Gulf Coast.
The storm has caused at least
two deaths since making landfall late on Friday as a category
four hurricane, pummelling the
town of Rockport outside Corpus Christi with sustained
winds of 215km/h, the National
Hurricane Centre said.
One person was killed when
their house caught fire in the
Rockport area, local officials
said. And in Houston, a woman
drowned when she left her car
that had stalled in high water,
local media reported.
“Cannot emphasise enough
how much flooding there is on
roadways you are endangering
yourself and our first responders by being out,” Houston
police chief Art Acevedo wrote
on Twitter.
Harvey slowly weakened as
it advanced, ripping off roofs,
flipping mobile homes and leaving hundreds of thousands of
people in the dark on the Gulf
Coast, home to some of the US’s
most important oil refineries.
The National Weather Service issued more than a dozen
tornado warnings overnight for
southeast
Texas,
including
several in the Houston area.
Forecasts show Harvey

hovering over the shore for the
next few days, dumping dangerous amounts of rain.
In Houston, a city of 2.3million, the streets turned into
fast-moving rivers, with officials
warning residents to stay home.
Hobby International, one
of the city’s two airports,
announced that all flights were
cancelled “due to standing water
on runways”, while George
Bush International was operating at limited capacity.
Officials said their 911 phone
system was overwhelmed with
emergency calls, mostly from
stranded motorists.
Texas governor Greg Abbott
said at least 50cm of rain had
fallen in some areas.
“Our
primary
concern
remains dramatic flooding,” he

told reporters. The governor visited a shelter for coastal evacuees in the state capital Austin
and handed out food, describing
the damage to homes and property as sheer tragedy.
“Some of them had their
homes mowed down. Some of
them will not have a place to
return to. It is our job to make
sure they will be taken care of,”
the governor said.
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency said there
should be no illusions about the
long-term effects.
“This is going to be an
unprecedented long and frustrating event for the state of
Texas,” director Brock Long
told MSNBC. “The recovery
from this disaster is going to be
years,” he said.

Emergency services were
struggling to make headway as
the rains continued to pour
down, although the US Coast
Guard managed to airlift at least
20 people and a dog to safety.
President Donald Trump,
aware of the damage to George
W Bush’s presidency for his
tardy response to Hurricane
Katrina, said he was closely
monitoring relief efforts from
Camp David in Maryland.
“We are leaving nothing to
chance. City, State and Federal
Govs. working great together!”
Trump tweeted after a teleconference meeting with his
cabinet to discuss the emergency operations.
About 1.5-million people
have moved into the coastal
Texas region since 1999. /AFP

Joburg is
working towards
a cleaner city

50cm

of rain was
estimated to
have fallen in
some areas,
flooding
roads.

Do you want a cleaner city? Do you want a litter-free neighbourhood?
Then roll up your sleeves and join the City of Johannesburg’s volunteer
clean-up campaign: A Re Sebetseng – together let’s make Joburg
work!
City of Johannesburg Executive Mayor Herman Mashaba calls
on all Joburg residents to partner with the City to clean up their
neighbourhoods on the last Saturday of each month, starting from the
30th September.
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