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Bangladesh 
ready to fight
Dhaka – Bangladesh has pro-
posed joint military operations 
with Myanmar against Rohing-
ya militants fighting in Rakhine 
state as the United Nations raised 
fears over reports of civilians 
killed during fresh violence.

An upsurge in fighting in Rakh-
ine, an impoverished state neigh-
bouring Bangladesh, has been 
raging since Friday, when Rohing-
ya militants staged coordinated 
ambushes against Myanmar’s se-
curity forces.

More than 100 people, includ-
ing about 80 militants, have been 
confirmed killed in the fight, 
which has resulted in thousands 
of Rohingya villagers fleeing for 
Bangladesh.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres “is deeply concerned 
at the reports of civilians being 
killed during security operations 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine State”, 
according to a statement from 
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric.

He called on Bangladesh to step 
up assistance to civilians escap-
ing the violence, noting “many of 
those fleeing are women and chil-
dren, some of whom are wound-
ed”.

More than 3 000 Rohingya have 
arrived in Bangladesh from My-
anmar.  – AFP

TRUMP: VISITS HARD-HIT AREAS FOR BRIEFINGS ON ‘TERRIBLE TRAGEDY’

Harvey still wreaks havoc
 ʂ Tropical storm 

once more gathering 
strength as hundreds 
are stranded.
Houston

D onald Trump arrived 
in Texas yesterday 
to show unity in the 
face of what he called 
the “terrible tragedy” 

wrought by monster storm Har-
vey’s devastating rains.

The US president and his wife, 
Melania, were not slated to visit 
Houston, America’s fourth larg-
est city where rescue teams were 
scrambling to reach hundreds 
of stranded people as Harvey ap-
peared poised to strike again.

They instead made stops fur-
ther west, including hard-hit Cor-
pus Christi, for briefings on relief 
efforts as catastrophic flooding 
has crippled parts of the massive 
state’s southeast.

The medical examiner’s office 
for Harris County, which includes 
the city of Houston, confirmed six 
deaths since Sunday “potentially 

tied to Hurricane Harvey”. Three 
people were previously known to 
have died as a result of the storm.

“We are one American family,” 
Trump said on Monday.

He promised the federal gov-
ernment would be on hand to help 
Texas along the “long and difficult 

road to recovery” from the storm.
Officials warned that the dan-

ger has not yet passed, with the 
tropical storm once more gather-
ing strength on the Gulf coast.

Houston mayor Sylvester Turn-
er said more than 8 000 people 
had been brought to city shelters.

Coast Guard commander 
Vice-Admiral Karl Schultz said he 
had 18 helicopters in Houston, and 
about 12 in the air at any one time.

“If you can get to your roof, 
wave a towel. Leave a marking on 
the roof so helicopter crews can 
see you,” he said. – AFP

SAFE AT LAST. People in Houston, Texas, are  
rescued from a flooded neighbourhood after it was 
hit by monster storm Harvey. 
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Do you want a cleaner city? Do you 
want a litter-free neighbourhood? 
Then roll up your sleeves and 
join the City of Johannesburg’s 
volunteer clean-up campaign: A Re 
Sebetseng – together let’s make 
Joburg work!

City of Johannesburg Executive 
Mayor Herman Mashaba calls on 
all Joburg residents to partner 
with the City to clean up their 
neighbourhoods on the last 
Saturday of each month, starting 
from the 30th September. 

Joburg is 
working 
towards 
a cleaner 
city  
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